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wandered in the forests.   The serpent also stands, in the Bible,
for the Devil.   It was he who tempted Eve.
Thus, there are all kinds of beliefs and tales about this creature.
It is easy to understand the dread of snakes. If a snake-bite takes
full effect, death is inevitable, and no one wishes to die. Hence
this fear. It is also easy to see how snakes have been worshipped
out of fear. If the snake had been a tiny creature, it would not
perhaps have inspired such worship despite its being the terror that
it is. But being long, large, beautiful and of strange aspect, it is
even ceremonially worshipped.
It is more difficult to say without thinking why the snake has
been credited with intelligence. Modern scientists aver that it has
none. According to them, a snake should be killed at sight.
Government statistics show that in India 20,000 people perish an-
nually from snake-bite. I think the figure must be higher. The
Government offers a reward for every poisonous snake killed; it is
doubtful, however, if the offer has served any useful purpose. This
confirms the general experience that the snake does not bite without
cause. It bites only if attacked or teased. Does this possibly in-
dicate intelligence, or, if not that, harmlessness? It uses its fangs
in its own defence. Man also uses teeth for that purpose often
enough. To attempt to make India or any other place entirely
free of snakes is like trying to wrestle with the air. Snakes can be
prevented from coming to a particular spot. Killing the ones found
entering the place will prevent others. They will come to realize
that going to the place is like walking into the jaws of death. But
this can be done only for a limited area. The attempt cannot be
made over a vast country like India. To seek, therefore, to kill and
extirpate the snakes entirely in this way from the country amounts
to throwing money down the drain.
Moreover, it is the same God who creates snakes [as well as
ourselves]. We cannot understand all the works of God. Surely,
He has not created beings like tigers, lions, snakes and scorpions
only so that we may kill them! If the snakes themselves were to
get together and consider how men killed them at sight, they would
ask if God had created man for the sole purpose of destroying them.
Just as that would be a mistaken belief, so would be ours regarding
snakes.
St. Francis was a great Yogi in Europe. He used to wander
in the forests among reptiles, etc., but they never harmed him.
On the contrary, they were friends with him. Thousands ofjogis1
Corrupt form of Yogi9 used commonly for ascetic

